Usefulness of the innervated tensor fascia lata flap in paraplegic patients.
Pressure sores in paraplegic patients are a well-known problem. Such patients can develop pressure necrosis and skin breakdown in spite of preventive measures and adequate surgical management. The occurrence and recurrence of these problems is due in large part to the patient's inability to perceive pressure discomfort in the insensible sitting area. Use of the innervated tensor fascia lata flap has great value in selected patients. A series of 9 patients is presented. In all patients, postoperative sensibility in the flap was maintained as in the preoperative stage. Follow-up of these patients shows that all flaps have remained healed and functioning The neuroanatomical features of the innervated tensor fascia lata flap make it a promising method for covering pressure sores and avoiding subsequent complications.